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What values inspire you to support the Vancouver Public 
Library (VPL)? 

For the Dilawri Foundation, it’s about their commitment to 
community health, wellness, and education. Values that 
align with VPL’s mission to provide welcoming, accessible 
spaces for young people, families, and caregivers. 

This is at the heart of what inspired the Dilawri Foundation 
to make a transformative gift of $5 million to VPL that will 
touch the lives of countless families across Vancouver.  

Part of this gift will go towards making the dream of a 
renewed Children’s Library at Central Library possible. 
The number of children in the area that Central Library 
serves has grown by tenfold since opening in 1997, and 
the space needs to grow and change too.

The Dilawri Foundation is proud to be a part of a project 
that will expand and enhance the space to meet this 
community need—providing an inspiring place for 
families to gather, play, and learn together.

“We are pleased that our contribution is an opportunity 
to touch the lives of thousands of families in the 
Vancouver area,” says Ajay Dilawri, Dilawri Co-founder.

“We are proud to support Vancouver Public Library 
as it provides a welcoming space for young people, 
families, and caregivers, regardless of users’ 
backgrounds or financial resources.” 

The Dilawri Foundation’s contribution will support 
VPL’s work in fostering learning, connection, and 
belonging. A vision to create an informed, engaged, 
and connected city–starting from babyhood.

This extraordinary gift will ensure that VPL remains  
a place where people of all ages can come to learn, 
grow, and connect for generations to come.  

Together, the Dilawri Foundation and generous 
donors like you are investing in a future where every 
child and family in Vancouver can access the tools 
they need to thrive.

“We believe that our community’s 
well-being is profoundly impacted 
by children’s health, wellness, and 
education, and that an investment in 
VPL is an investment in a better future,” 

- Ajay Dilawri

Library lovers know that those who read regularly enjoy a wider vocabulary, improved 
creativity, stronger problem-solving skills, a better memory, and stronger relationship 
building abilities than non-readers do.  

Reading is good at every age with the greatest impact on a person’s future in their 
earliest years.

Studies have demonstrated that in the first five years of a child’s life, fostering a love 
of reading, building strong pre-literacy skills, and making books available is the most 
valuable support a parent can offer. Access to books and literacy skills are directly 
correlated to a child’s future academic and career success, and to their health and 
well-being.

Yet most formal literacy support begins only when children enter the school system 
around age 5, well after the strongest readers have already developed essential literacy 
and reading habits.  Few families possess all the time, knowledge, experience and tools 
to fully support the pre-literacy skills that will impact their children’s futures.

With your support, public libraries bridge this gap, offering caregivers tools to 
encourage their children’s literacy skills through informal learning, at home, at daycare, 
and at their library, from babyhood and beyond.

Over the last twenty-five years, Vancouver Public Library Foundation donors have 
supported innovative programs like Alligator Pie, Mother Goose and Sensory Storytimes, 
empowering caregivers to help babies, toddlers and children develop a love of books, 
reading and learning – regardless of their ability, circumstance or learning style.

Your generosity has helped propel a generation of young people towards greater 
happiness, fulfilment and success.

Many of these programs, launched by VPLF donors, have enabled children to attend 
their first Storytime and choose their first picture book at VPL’s Central Children’s Library, 
which opened to the public in 1997.

The neighbourhood around Central Library has changed dramatically in 30 years. The 
number of children living downtown has increased tenfold: growing from around 500 to 
nearly 4,000. It is time for the Children’s Library to grow and evolve too.

This transformation, made possible by donor support, will create a rich library 
experience for generations of Vancouver families to enjoy. We are delighted to share 
details of the project, along with one child’s story, to illustrate how the Children’s Library 
Renewal will meet the reading and learning needs of families. 

We hope you enjoy reading about how your support gives children a stronger start in life 
and the stories that show how a lifelong relationship with the library helps us continue 
growing, as readers, learners, explorers and creators.

With gratitude,

From the Board Chair and 
Executive Director 

The Dilawri 
Foundation’s 
Transformative Gift 

Olin Anton, Board Chair Jenny Marsh, Executive Director

Olin Anton
Board Chair 

Jenny Marsh
Executive Director

Building a Better Future, Together 

Mayor Ken Sim, Jenny Marsh (Executive Director of 
VPL Foundation), Christina de Castell (Chief Librarian 
& CEO of VPL), and Ajay Dilawri in the Central Library’s 
Children’s Library space waiting to be transformed by 
the upcoming renewal and expansion.



The Children’s Library is undergoing its 
first major renovation since Central Library 
opened 30 years ago. This transformation, 
made possible through VPL Foundation 
donors, will create a unique library 
experience for generations of Vancouver 
families to enjoy!

The renewal will provide a vibrant space 
to help meet the growing needs of today’s 
children and families. VPL is adding exciting 
features to inspire kids to learn, explore, 
experiment, and connect. Anticipated 
opening of the new Children’s Library is 
November 2025.

Your Sneak Peek on New Features  
to Inspire Kids and Families
With almost 11,000 sq. ft., the redesigned space 
will include special features such as: Reading Nooks

Cozy nooks provide the perfect place for kids and families to read 
a book together, play a board game or experiment with one of 
the library’s STEM Kits.

And more...

Other enhancements include a dedicated caregiver room, 
updated restrooms, and dedicated stroller parking.

These images are concept renderings and the final product may 
not be exactly as shown.

The Children’s Library Renewal is funded by the City of Vancouver 
(Province of B.C. Growing Communities Fund) and generous 
donors of the VPL Foundation. To find out how you can support 
this exciting project contact: Ann Byczko, Director of Philanthropy 
604.313.6845 or ann.byczko@vplf.ca.

A New Chapter 
for the Children’s 
Library!
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Early Learning Space - generously 
supported by the Y.P. Heung Foundation

An area for babies and toddlers with  
interactive play elements designed to help 
build pre-literacy, fine and gross motor skills. 

The Reading Tree

A multi-level structure where 
children can engage in play and 
social learning opportunities 
around the tree, curl up with a 
book in the ground level cubbies, 
or get a birds-eye view of the 
library from the top platform.

New Programming Room

For interactive learning such as 
STEM play and programs.

Sensory Calming Space

A dedicated quiet and calm escape for kids, 
especially those who are neuro-diverse or have 
sensory processing needs.

vpfl.ca  |  4vpfl.ca  |  4vpfl.ca  |  4



vpfl.ca  |  7

As Logan’s sensory needs changed, the library 
went from a “second home” for the family to an 
overwhelming place.  

Between the ages of 1-3, Logan and his family would 
visit Central Library at least twice a week. Its warm 
and welcoming atmosphere made it a happy place 
for them and created a deep sense of community.

Each week, Logan eagerly anticipated his library 
visits to borrow a stack of books. He soon became 
an avid reader, excited to learn and explore each 
book. Logan also enjoyed the children’s play area – 
an exciting, comfortable, and safe space full of toys, 
games, and other children. 

However, as Logan approached his third birthday, 
things began to change. The social stimulation and 
sensory input from the bustling library environment 
started to become overwhelming for him.

Logan now preferred quieter, less crowded 
environments. His library visits became less 
frequent as his family adjusted to his evolving 
needs. It was a difficult transition, as the library 
had been a central part of their routine and a 
place where Logan had felt a strong sense of 
belonging. 

When Logan’s family heard about Sensory 
Storytime, a donor funded program designed 
specifically for children with atypical sensory 
processing, Logan’s family was ecstatic.  

This was their chance to reintroduce Logan to the 
library environment in a way that catered to his 
needs. The program has carved out a welcoming 
and happy place for their family at the library 
once more. 

This is why Logan and his mother can’t wait for 
the renewal and expansion of the Children’s 
Library in their beloved Central Library branch. 
The revitalized space will include a dedicated 
sensory space that will provide a quiet and 
calming escape for children with sensory 
processing needs.  

The sound-dampened room will include soft 
furniture and play elements designed to support 
self-regulation.

With the addition of this new space, made 
possible through donor support, Logan will be 
able to come to Central branch any day of the 
week again.

Logan’s sensory sensitivities meant 
that while he once thrived in the 
library’s lively atmosphere, it now 
required careful management.  

Logan’s family feels lucky to have 
discovered a program that offers a 
safe space for them at VPL, but it only 
runs once a week. 

Growing  
with Logan
Your Support Helps the Library 
Evolve to Meet Every Child’s Needs 

Logan reading his library books at home, while he and his 
family eagerly await the new and dedicated sensory space 
to be added to the Children’s Library at the Central branch.

Toys are the tools of play. Play is critical to early 
learning.  

Local families rely on the library for free access 
to inspiring learning materials which can be 
prohibitively expensive.

Bridging the Play Gap

Thanks to community supporters like 
you, VPL is now offering STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) kits 
at branches.

For many families, finding engaging, 
developmentally appropriate toys for their child 
can be challenging. This is especially the case for 
children with neurodivergence, as traditional toys 
often fail to capture their unique interests and needs.  

This was a reality for Paulina and her son aged 
3, who is in the process of being diagnosed with 
neurodivergence. Ordinary toys didn’t hold  
his interest. 

Before discovering VPL’s STEM kits, most days 
Paulina struggled to engage her son. He was bored 
and frustrated and their days felt much longer and 
more difficult. 

How donor-supported STEM kits 
at VPL are changing the game 
for local kids.

The VPL’s STEM kits offered a life-changing 
solution for Paulina’s son.  

These kits include a curated collection of high-
quality toys, puzzles, and games designed to 
ignite curiosity, critical thinking, and creativity. 
Unlike conventional toys, these kits cater to diverse 
interests and developmental needs.  

Paulina’s son’s interest was quickly captured by 
a programmable robot mouse, which is now one 
of his favourite toys.  It requires simple coding 
and problem-solving skills that have him totally 
absorbed. The robot mouse is something he can 
keep coming back to and enjoy. 

Without the library, Paulina’s son would 
not be able to access these types of toys.  

While shopping together, her son excitedly spotted 
the same robot mouse in a store. However, Paulina 
was disheartened by its high price.   

Although she was unable to purchase the toy for her 
son, Paulina reassured him by reminding him they 
could play with it later that day at the library.  

Paulina shares, “A lot of the toys are expensive for 
parents. For kids who don’t like ordinary toys, [the 
STEM kits are] amazing.”  

She appreciates that she can always say “yes” to  
her son at the library.

Thanks to your gifts to VPL, these STEM 
kits ensure that every child, regardless of 
financial circumstance, can access high-
quality educational play.  

Your support bridges educational gaps, empowering 
children of all abilities to excel in an increasingly 
digital world.

VPL offers STEM kits that captivate 
kids of all ages
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For Xinyi, the Vancouver Public Library (VPL) has 
always been more than just a collection of books – 
it’s given them a creative community, a supportive 
space to grow, and a place where their artistic 
voice found the confidence to experiment. 

Through their involvement in the library’s ink Teen 
Advisory Group (ink TAG) and access to library 
resources, Xinyi’s self-expression blossomed from 
a quieter passion and participation into a bolder 
expression of creativity and group leadership.

A journey that has led to their acceptance to the 
prestigious Tisch School of the Arts at NYU. 

Together, we are nurturing the next 
generation of creators at VPL!

Xinyi’s relationship with the library started at an 
early age. Their family began visiting their local VPL 
branch shortly after arriving in Vancouver when 
Xinyi was five years old.  

“The library has always been a place where I could 
find something that stirs me,” they shared. “It gives 
me the space to breathe, explore, and be inspired.”  

The library became a constant in their life, and 
by high school, Xinyi had discovered a special 
community through ink, the library’s teen 
publication dedicated to showcasing young talent. 

Finding Confidence Through Art and 
Connection 

Xinyi’s journey with ink began in their first year  
of high school. Encouraged by an English teacher, 
they submitted their creative work and were 
surprised to be selected for the cover art of  
the magazine.  

This initial success inspired them to join the ink 
TAG team the following year, where they would 
collaborate with other young artists and writers 
to produce the annual publication.  

“I was a bit shy and awkward when I first joined,” 
Xinyi admits. “It was during the peak of the COVID 
pandemic, so everything was online, which made 
it harder to connect. But over time, as we started 
meeting in person, I opened up and became 
more comfortable expressing myself.” 

What began as quiet participation quickly 
evolved into leadership. Xinyi, once sitting in the 
corner with their friend, soon became a central 
figure in the group.  

“It was amazing to see Xinyi grow,” shared Jean, 
a VPL teen librarian. “They went from being a shy 
newcomer to becoming one of the most active 
and welcoming voices in the group.”  

For Xinyi, this transformation was all about the 
supportive and inclusive environment that ink 
TAG fostered.

The Gift of 
Confidence and 
Connection

Thanks to community supporters like 
you and the Diamond Foundation, 
the library offers a special, supportive 
community where emerging talents can 
connect, collaborate, and thrive. 

How You’re Empowering 
Young Creators

Teen artist Xinyi and their VPL Teen Librarian 
mentors Jean and Jam

Your Support: Giving Young Artists Creative 
Community 

Beyond the friendships and leadership 
opportunities, ink provided Xinyi with a creative 
outlet that would shape their artistic future. 

The Confidence to Experiment: Sculpting 
Emotions Blindfolded 

Xinyi is most proud of their last piece to be featured 
in ink – a sculpture inspired by the song “Waving 
Through a Window” from the Broadway musical  
Dear Evan Hansen. 

Xinyi’s method was as unique as their vision: to 
remove vision from the initial process. They began 
by sculpting small pieces while listening to the song 
on repeat – all while blindfolded.  

“I wanted to remove my eyes from the equation,” 
they explain, “and focus purely on translating the 
emotions I felt through my hands into the clay.”  

The result was a powerful work of art that captured 
the song’s rhythm and the protagonist’s emotional 
journey. This piece became part of Xinyi’s successful 
portfolio application to Tisch School of the Arts at 
NYU, where they started their studies this fall. 

This program is generously supported by the Diamond 
Foundation, and community supporters like you. With 
your continued generosity, we can ensure that VPL 
remains a place where young creators find confidence, 
connection, and the inspiration to follow their dreams.

“The ink Teen Advisory Group is one of 
the most welcoming and supportive 
communities I’ve ever been a part 
of,” Xinyi explains. “It’s not just about 
editing a magazine – it’s about how 
being willing to be authentic can bring 
you fond memories and dear friendships 
outside of your usual circle of people - 
all while creating something together.” 

Xinyi is excited to continue their 
artistic journey, but they’ll always 
carry the influence of VPL with 
them. “VPL gave me the confidence 
to share my work and connect with 
others who share my passions,” 
Xinyi reflects. “I hope to find a 
creative community as amazing as 
the one I had at ink.” 

ink TAG teens convene in their new dedicated Teen 
space on level 3 of Central Library to decide the 
layout of next year’s publication.

Xinyi’s sculptural piece “Waving Through a Window” 
where they translate their emotional response to the 
song into clay, as featured in VPL’s ink magazine.
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This is the question Grant asks himself, and one he 
poses to others when reflecting on how he chooses  
to give back. 

He was inspired to think this way after discovering a 
book called The Little Hummingbird by Michael Nicoll 
Yahgulanaas at a local gallery. In the story, a forest 
fire breaks out, and while most animals flee, a small 
hummingbird does what she can—carrying drops of 
water in her slender beak to fight the fire. When asked 
why she bothers, she replies, “I’m doing what I can.”

Grant sees his own efforts as part of a “snowball 
effect.” He is doing his own small part with the 
hope it will all add up to bigger change. “In a big, 
wide world, it takes everybody to create change. 
Every little bit counts. No gift is too small when it 
helps us reach a big goal.”

Grant’s hope is that more people will ask 
themselves, “What can I do to help?” just as 
the little hummingbird did—and join him in 
supporting the library, an integral part of our city.

“When I go to my local branch with my 
three kids on a rainy Sunday afternoon, 
I’m grateful such a high-quality, free 
public resource exists,” Grant shares. 
“I see other families using it too, and it 
makes me proud to know that, in a small 
way, I’ve helped make that possible.”

“What daunting challenges in this 
world could be overcome if we all did 
what we could... even just a little bit?”

A Volunteer Story: 
Every Drop Counts
Grant’s Story of Giving Back to VPL

For Grant, this simple yet profound idea is at the 
root of his involvement with Vancouver Public 
Library Foundation (VPLF). As a donor and a 
volunteer board member, he believes the library 
is a cornerstone of the community—essential 
to the well-being of Vancouver. He wants to do 
what he can to support it. 

Grant believes libraries are a key part of the 
city’s social fabric, where everyone has access 
to education and learning—two things he values 
deeply. “If you can learn, you can save and 
earn money. It creates positive change. When 
you walk out of the library you are a bit richer in 
knowledge.  And knowledge is empowering.”

He also values that the library is an inspiring 
place available to everyone, regardless of 
background or financial status. 

Board of Directors Jaclyn Tsang, Associate Advisor, RBC 
Dominion Securities 
“Growing up, the library provided a space to explore, 
nurture, and satisfy my curious mind. At their core, 
libraries remain patient, caring, and kind, all while 
ensuring equality of access. I am committed to 
ensuring VPL has the resources to continue to thrive 
and uplift our communities for future generations.” 

Jamie Broadhurst, Vice President, Marketing, 
Raincoast Books 
“I volunteer for VPLF because a great city must have a 
great library system that is accessible for everyone.”

Jason McDaniel, Vice President, Driver 
Licensing and Corporate Affairs, ICBC 
“The library has provided a critical connection to the 
community for my family. It was a safe and peaceful 
place to study in my youth and now my four children 
have all benefited from their many journeys of learning 
and exploration at our local branch.”

Jessica Beverley, Legal Counsel at Metro 
Vancouver 
“I’m excited to be part of the VPLF. I’m an enthusiastic 
reader, and from first-hand experience I know that libraries 
provide a vital community network. This extends beyond 
books -  VPL provides education, resources, community 
space, and entertainment. I’m enthused to play a small 
part in helping VPL fulfil this vibrant and important mission.”

Karen Nishi, Partner, Crux Strategic Clarity 
“As an avid reader, I’m constantly struck by my local 
library’s vibrancy. I am proud to be part of VPLF to help 
amplify the crucial role of the Vancouver Public Library 
across all our communities.”

Olin Anton, FCPA, FCA (Chair), President, Osera 
Investments Ltd. & Retired Managing Partner, Deloitte 
“I benefited from a robust library system when I was growing 
up, and now have the honour of contributing to the health of 
today’s library system for the benefit of all Vancouverites.“ 

Raji Mangat, Executive Director, West Coast LEAF 
& VPL Board Vice Chair  
“Libraries are magical places that profoundly shape 
individuals and communities for today and tomorrow. 
It’s an honour to be a small part of that magic.” 

Sean Muggah, Partner, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
“VPL plays such a vital role in supporting and connecting our 
region’s diverse communities – and in providing an open and 
enriching environment that is accessible to all. I am honoured 
to have the opportunity to serve and support one of North 
America’s most highly regarded public library systems.” 

Terry Salman (Chair Emeritus), President and 
CEO, Salman Capital Inc. 
“Libraries offer so much to everyone in our community, 
regardless of their circumstances. Watching people from  
so many different backgrounds streaming through the 
doors of Vancouver’s Central Library together inspires me  
to champion this important cause.” 

Anthony Knight, CEO, Doctors of BC 
“I’ve always observed the powerful impact of 
reading and books on the people who matter to me 
and my community. I look forward to contributing to 
efforts that will attract greater community support 
for public libraries in our community. And, to share 
one of my favorite quotes: “The more that you read, 
the more things you will know. The more that you 
learn, the more places you’ll go,” - Dr. Seuss“

Beth Ann Locke, Fundraising Consultant
“Growing up, I found fresh worlds to explore 
every week at my local library. Now libraries 
are community hubs with portals to learning, 
entertainment, job resources, and access to 
opportunities. I joined the VPLF Board to keep 
building our communities.”

Craig Hemer, Managing Partner, Boyden 
Global Executive Search 
“I believe that libraries are cornerstones of literacy 
and windows on the world for all. It is critical that 
we support libraries which in turn helps to develop 
a more engaged society.” 

Elisha McCallum, Vice President of 
Communications, Anthem Properties 
“Libraries are the unsung heroes of our 
communities, offering a safe space for discovery, 
growth, connection, and development regardless of 
social status or economic background. I volunteer 
to ensure we can continue to evolve alongside 
those who rely on our programs and services.”

Grant Conroy, Portfolio Manager and 
Partner, Genus Capital Management 
“Libraries, and all the services they provide, are 
critical for a healthy and flourishing society. They 
offer education and equality, two values that are 
important for me. Many famous journeys began in 
a Library, and so many more are about to begin.” 

Greg Oyhenart (Vice-Chair), Partner,  
Epic Strategy Group 
“I volunteer for VPLF because we provide the 
support that helps people from every walk of  
life to reach their fullest potential.”

Eugene Lee, Vice President, Investments, 
Vancouver Foundation 
“I volunteer for VPLF so I can support an 
organization that helps build vibrant and 
inclusive communities.”

Hitesh Kothary, CPA, CA, Retired Finance 
Professional 
“I volunteer for VPLF as the library plays a critical 
role in providing access to literacy and education 
for all members of society as well as providing a 
safe gathering space for the community.”
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VPL had a busy year in 2023, with some amazing 
achievements and progress toward our strategic 
priorities, laying the groundwork to be a stronger 
organization in the future. 

To advance our Learning and Creativity goals, we 
delivered thousands of programs for children and families, 
welcoming people in person and online. Our Children’s 
department has embraced STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math), and in 2023 we expanded STEM 
learning opportunities for our youngest patrons. Through 
programs, equipment, games, and collections, the love of 
all things STEM will power our next generation of leaders. 

We celebrated our Shared Spaces and Experiences 
goals with the relocation of West Point Grey branch to a 
bigger, brighter and more accessible location, and began 
applying guidelines that will make all our spaces more 
welcoming and accessible for everyone. This included 
beginning to share Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil- 
Waututh art and languages in our locations to recognize 
the history and continued presence of Indigenous Peoples 
on these lands. 

Also in 2023, we responded to changing patterns of library 
use, revising our hours to offer full day Sunday openings 
at every VPL branch. As all this happened, behind the 
scenes we planned for future library spaces, including 
Oakridge, Marpole, and a revitalization of the Children’s 
Library at Central Library. 

Building Belonging and Connection is at the heart  
of VPL’s commitment to Vancouver. When we moved our 
Accessible Services department into Central Library this 
year, our aim was to raise awareness of these critical 
collections and services for people with disabilities, and to 
provide a central and easy to find location.

Our efforts to build belonging extend to newcomers to 
Canada, and this year VPL’s English language learning 
programs and resources were re-imagined to create 
more opportunities across our neighbourhoods, 
while we also offered foundational courses for 
understanding Indigenous history and amplified the 
voices of Indigenous creatives and professionals 
through our programs for everyone.

We also explored ways to shape a more equitable, 
diverse, and inclusive organization for staff, who make 
VPL a welcoming and vital part of our community.

Sincerely,

Christina & Kevin

A Message from VPL

Kevin Lowe
Board Chair

Christina de Castell
Chief Librarian & CEO 

Thank you to you, our supporters, for 
making VPL a place of inspiration and 
innovation. Your generosity helps us pilot 
new initiatives like STEM kits and create 
welcoming, vibrant spaces for everyone. 

Together, we are building a brighter future 
for all who walk through our doors.

4,600,000+ 
VISITS TO VPL

54,000+
NEW CARDHOLDERS

5,000,000+
DIGITAL ITEMS DOWNLOADED/BORROWED

VPL’s Indigenous Storyteller in Residence in 2024 Joseph 
Kakwinokanasum, author of My Indian Summer. 

Financials

Area of Greatest Need 33%

Library Spaces 37%

Collections, Programs  
& Services 26%

Other 4%

Individuals 41%

Corporations & Foundations 33%

Government of Canada 1% 

Monthly Sustainers 5%

Gifts in Will 3%

Investment Income 17%

Gifts by Designation Revenue by Source

Expenses Total Revenue

Employee Salaries & Benefits

$524,537 

Total

$658, 591

Administrative Costs

$134,054

$1,891,164
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Thank You. 
Vancouver Public Library and the Vancouver Public Library Foundation 
thank all those who generously gave their support in 2023-2024.

$500,000+

Dilawri Group of Companies

$100,000-$499,999 

Anonymous; Simon K.Y. Lee Foundation;  
Y.P. Heung Foundation

$10,000-$99,999

Anonymous; Olin & Suzanne Anton; Bob & Elizabeth-
Anne Armstrong; Diamond Foundation; Employment 
& Social Development Canada; Jack & Nance Giving 
Fund; John Hodgins; David Morrow; Paperblanks; 
Anne B. Piternick; Raincoast Books; The Reidler 
Foundation; Taylor Taliesin Foundation; Yosef Wosk 
Family Foundation in honour of Alan Twigg’s mother 
Betty Twigg 

$5,000-$9,999 

Anonymous; Frank Anfield & Beth Ann Locke; Boyden; 
Cultural Human Resources Council; Neil Duke & 
Candace Yip; Face the World Foundation; Craig & 
Lori Hemer; Douglas & Sheila Rogers & The Kingfisher 
Foundation; Robert & Frances McDonnell Family Fund; 
Yosef Wosk, Ph.D., OBC

$1,000-$4,999 

Anonymous; AK; Anako Foundation; Andrew Mahon 
Foundation; Charlotte Baynes; BC Courthouse 
Library Society; Will Beattie; Beech Foundation; Paul 
Bennett & Catherine Olsen; Tracy Bond; Marilyn 
Books; The Bottomer Family; Robert S. Bovaird; Jamie 
Broadhurst; The Burley Howes Family; Alan Burns & 
Wen-Lin Sun; CEBE Lee Family Fund held at Vancouver 
Foundation; Leanne Currie; Michele Delesalle; Rosita 
Di Fruscia; Essential Needs Foundation; Pamela 
Francis; David Fairhall; Andrew & Joan Grant; The 
Hamber Foundation; Iain Harris Family Foundation; 
Donna Hossack; Jarislowsky Fraser Private Wealth 
Management; Sharon Kahn & Barrie MacFadden; 
Karen Keilty & Doug Smith; Hitesh Kothary; Lohn 
Foundation; Iugene Ma; Ian MacKinnon & Karly Cook; 
Betty & Kelly Mah; Raji Mangat; Margo Fluker Private 

Giving Fund; Mathisen Family Private Foundation;  
The McDaniel Family; Deborah Meredith; Judith Miller; 
Glynnis Morgan; The Muggah & Shimada Family; The 
Oyhenart Family; Jim Poole; Terry & Chris Salman; Leonard 
Schein; Laurelle Shalagan; Ian & Pear Storrs; Jaclyn Tsang; 
Paul Whitney

$500-$999 

Anonymous; Mary Lynn Baum; The Brookes Family; 
The Cheung Family; Grace Cole; Keith & Betty Dawson; 
Barbara Dempsey; Caroline Dunn & Dave Fernandes; 
Gina Faigen; Linda Farrell; Judith Garay; Mandeep Ghag; 
Deborah & William Gibson; Craig T. Hathaway; Nancy 
Hill; Dr. Phyllis Johnson & Dr. Peter Suedfeld; Terry & 
Charlene Krepiakevich; Lepawsky Family Fund held at and 
administered by Vancity Community Foundation; Hoong 
Lim; Hugh Lindsay; James Lucas; Lisa McIntosh; Elio Meloni; 
The Merrick Family; Shea Miles; Anne Christine Murray; 
The Naugler Klassen Family; Judith Parker & Donna Kaye; 
Lars Poggensee; Marion Pearson & Jim Orr Fund, held at 
the Vancouver Foundation; Marsha Mah Poy; Kurt Ritcey; 
Danielle & David Sharp-Bell; Barbara Small; Eric & Patricia 
Smith; Bill Stilwell; The Wild/Jaggi Family; Myron Wu; 
Donna Wyman

$200-$499

Anonymous; Veronica Aimone; Christine Applegarth; 
Jo-ann Archibald; The Baird Family; The Baird-Herron 
Family; LaVerne Barnes; Ian Beacock; Oonagh Berry; Russel 
Black; Melody Burton; Jim & Sheila Buttar; Harmik Cacace; 
Edith Camm; Jennifer Chan & Matt Murdoch; Peter Chao; 
Natasha Chetty; Kay & Jon Collins; Mary M. Cutbill; Amanda 
& Alexander Demner; Leslie Disler; Marian Dodds; Lori 
Driussi; Veronica Dubak; Andrew Dunn; Lindsay Dunn; Gary 
W. Dunn; Robin & Eleanor Elliott; Isaac Elijah; Fairweather 
Fund held at and Administered by Vancity Community 
Foundation; Jan Faulkner & Stephen Parker; Rachelle Fell; 
Chie Garcia; Lyne Gareau; Carole Gerson; Christy Giligson; 
Gillian; Douglas Harris & Candy Thomson; Josie Heisig; 
Jim Henderson & Jocelyn Godolphin; John Hooge; Rita 
Huizheng Liang; The Jackson-Harrop Family; Brenda Jean 
Walker; Linda Johnston; Michael Joy; The Kazan Family; 
Salauddin Kazi; Deirdre M. Kelly & David P. Beers; Ken 
Klonsky & Mary Ellen Belfiore; Maja Krzic & Zoran Nesic; Rick 

& Mary Lam; Elizabeth A. Laquer; Linda W.L. Lee; Heather 
Long; Mollie Massie & Hein Poulus; Anne Mathisen; 
Flannery & Ryan May; Sheila McFadzean; Karen & Jack 
Micner; Sharon Newman; The Nguyen Family; Eunsook 
Park; Paul & Kiki Paterson; Ramachandran; Talia Rosales; 
Steven Ruuth; Ray Schachter & Beverley Kort; Peter Selnar 
& Cynthia Turley; Mary & John Sisler; Frances Tessier; 
Athena Vouloumanos; P. Taylor Web & Amy Rudzinski; 
Lynn Westwood; Iona Whishaw; Dr. William Bruneau; 
Janette Y. L. Leung; Kathryn Youngs; Kenneth & Jennifer 
Yule; Michael W. Zhang

$100-$199

Anonymous; Annemarie; Scott Baldwin; The Battye 
Family; Joanne Baxter; Scott Bissillion; Drew Bodaly; 
Priscilla Boucher; Joel Bradley & Family; The Bree Family; 
Ken Brooks; Lyle Brown; The Carruthers Family; The 
Chang Family; Christiana Cheng; The Chimento-Nichol 
Family; Donna Chu; Gyda Chud; Adrian Clark; Judith 
Coffin; Brian Coleman; The Côme-Gardiner Family; Lynn 
Copeland; Gordon & Claudia Craig; Quinn Crosina & 
Rod Locke; Cull Family Fund held at and administered by 
Vancity Community Foundation; Sheila Delany; Elizabeth 
Demner; The Depford Family; Rapti Dietrich; Tara 
Doyle; Richard & Danielle Dunn; Steve Ellis & Madeleine 
Butschler; Allan English; Duncan & Nota Etches; Nicola 
Fameli; Dianne Farlinger; Dr. Elizabeth Fendley; Jill Fitzell; 
Frances Fitzgibbon; Hanson Foundation; Marlene Franks; 
Chelsea Gardner; Laurenne Garneau; Alice Garry; The 
Goldsmith-Weir Family; Charlene Goldstein; Christina 
Goldt; Gordon & Kathleen Gray; Paul Greisman; Group 
of Six; Gloria Gumulja; Janis Hamilton; Pauline Hannam; 
Sara Harris; Myrna Hastings; Lenora Ho; Ron Holton; 
Robin Howell-Jones; Martha Huestis; Colin Huggard; 
Jane Hutton; Bill Jeffries; Yvonne Kong; Janice Johnson; 
Kyong-ae Kim; Irene Kmet & Donald Wetherell; Ethel 
Kofsky; The Koh Family; Brenda Kumar; Matt Lam; 
Heather Lemieux; Vanesse Ling; The Lo Family; Blair 
Lockhart; Bernadette M. Li; Melody Ma; The MacCrimmon 
Family; Dougie & Duncan MacDonald; Mary Jo Macvey; 
Ken & Marian Marsh; Noni Mate; The Matson Family; Luke 
McKnight; Margaret McLeod; Hilary Meredith & Michael 
Heeney; Eileen Mosca; Moira Munro; Jane Murdoch; Eva 
Murray; The Murtha-Reynolds Family; Guy Neill; Melissa 
Ng; Linda Nimmerrichter; Karen O’Kain; Midge & Tim Oke; 
Donna Ornstein; Zen Pang; Chris Patrick & Josie Chuback; 
Natasha Patton; Geoff Peters & Tony Ho; Elizabeth Puffer; 
Bali Randhawa; Kate Rittenhouse; Sylvia Roberts; Miret 
Rodriguez; Esmond & Maureen Sanders; Rémi Satterford; 
Marie Schneider; Bernard Schulz; David Scriven; Sam & 
JoAnn Sheps; Meaghan Shepherd; Kathryn Shynkaryk; 
Andrea Smith; Elisabeth Sommerville; Janet Souther; 

Margo Stanaway; Paul Stanwood; David Tait; Sequoia 
Thom; Dr. Anne Thompson; Anona Thorne; Caitlin Tom; 
Troy Topnik; L. Townsend; Steven K.  Turnbull; The Untz 
Family; James & Carolyn Varah; Joan & John Vincent; 
The Wagner Family; The Wall Family; D. Whitehead; 
Pamela Whittall; The Wi-Afedzi Barton Family; Doug 
Williamson; Carmen D. Wiseman; Robert Wong & Angela 
Tang; Gary Wong; Kaylee & Marcus Yam; Susan Young; 
Janet Zadra

$99 and under

Anonymous; Nancy  Adams; Cristiane Aigner & Ricardo 
de Oliveira; The AN Family; Marina Andrei; The Angus 
Family; Linda Arato; Fiona Avakumovic; Philip & Lori 
Barer; Gary & Catherine Barr; The Barsoum Family; Clare 
Beck; Marie-France Benavente; Beverley ; Sanika Bhurke; 
Lara Bosdet; Marie Boyer; Annabel Bradshaw; Diana 
Bragg; Chloé Carlier; Brenda Carson; Xin Cheng; The 
Chou Family; The Chua Family; Jacquie Clark; Natasha 
Copeland; Anne-Marie Dekker; Joel Deziel; The Diewold 
Family; Peter Dodek; Alen Dominguez; James Donald 
Woodland; Gretchen Doyle; Nico Dufort; Keith Elliott; The 
Erenguc Family; Zelda Fedder; The Feldman Family; Dr. 
Kyle Frackman; Tamara Frankel; Nicole Gaudet; Deborah 
Graham; Robert & Gail Gordon; Hanna Houghton; Adam 
Ikari; Barbara Ing; Roland Kabore; Nomi Kaplan; Jean 
Kares; The Karlik Family; Lindsay Kerr; Sarah Kim; Frankie 
Kirby; Alice Klassen; Jason Koh; Sarka Kolacna; Stephanie 
Kurz; The Lacroix Hanna Family; Mr. & Mrs. Alwin Lacson; 
Yolande Lafleur; Dr. Akbar  Lalani & Ms. Shamin Lalani; 
Chiu Lai; Gudrun Langolf; Noel & Rachel Lanto; Lyonoor 
Lardein; Michael & Jane Le Bas; Colleen Lee; Carson 
Ling; Mary MacGregor; Pete Malleson; Gail Mattuck; 
Angelo Mazzarella; Elise McClay; Christin McOuat & 
Everlee McOuat; Orissa Meyrink; S. Miles; Martha Miller; 
Janet Moore; Lucila Munaretto; Glen Nagano & Judy 
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Haraga; Nathan, Christine, & Rae ; Judith Neamtan; The 
Ng Family; Britta Ng; David Niddrie; Ellie O’Day; Morag 
Pansegrau; Oscar Pareles-Kief; Robert & Linda Peterson; 
Louise Phillips; Cecilia Piano; Cerian Postle; Kim Q.; The 
Ratib Family; Janice Robinson; Scott Rochon; The Rose 
Family; Suzanne Rushton; Tamineh Saadat; Libby Senez; 
Navid Shariat; Sherry Shen; Kristine Shum; Rosie Sidle; 
Todd Sieling; Peter Sircom Bromley; Richard Stark & 
Penny Eisenberg; Damian Stathonikos; Max Sucharov 
& Rebecca Toolan; Marlene Swidzinski; Alida Oegema 
Thomas & Nicholas Thomas; Denise Thomson; Gilbert 
Uzan; Tom Vadney; Vickie; Andy Vogel; Sarah Vopni; 
Joy Warburton; Duncan Watts-Grant; Patricia Wejr; 
Hannah White; Stephanie Wilson; The Woolnough Family; 
Hongmei Zhang; Alan Zisman

Monthly Sustainers

Anonymous; The Allen Family; The Allingham Family; The 
Al-Majed Family; Sheyla Amaral; Melinda Appenheimer; 
Bonnie Arthur; The Balma Family; Chris Balma; Ivy Batori; 
Le Bihan Family ; Norm Blais; Kriss Boggild; Bondebond 
; Sarika Bose; The Boulet Family; Matthew Boulton; The 
Bourgeois Family; Cicely Bryce; The Bung Family; Isabel 
Ann Byczko; Barbara Campbell; Zoë Campbell; Emma 
Chang; Samantha Chang; Christine Cheng;  Chris, 
Sarah, & Aria; Eustache Compaore; Grant Conroy; Lynn 
Corrigan; Ashley Curammeng; Laura Davies; Christina 
de Castell; Jamie De Luce; Elaine Decker; The Dela Cruz 
Family; Marena Dix; KC Emerson; Kyla Epstein; Daniéla 
Esparo; Sean & Dallas Fahy; Elizabeth Anne Farmer; The 
Fisher-Gustafson Family; Amy Gilbert; Charlene Gilchrist; 
Frances Gillis; Laura Gordon; The Gray Fenton Family; 
Shelby Gregg; Jonathan Haley; James Harcott; Terry 
Harrison & Sandra Maxon ; Anuk Harvey; Kurt Heinrich; P. 
Hernandez; Dawna Holas; Michelle Houle & Chris Pollitt; 

Linying Hu; The Huckford Family; Brenda Hudson; Jeannette 
Hutchings; Inez; Josh Inman; Pamela Ip & Jacqueline Wong; 
Laurie Kahn & Howard Cherniak; Roger Kao; Howard & 
Rosalind Karby; Mandeep Kaur; Tristan Klassen; Anthony 
Knight; Alyssa Koehn; Irma Lamoureux & Marvin Lamoureux; 
Emily Lapper & David Claassen; Megan Lau; The Leavitt 
& O’Farrell Family; Bobby Lee & Fiona Lee; Preet Lidder; 
Kevin Lowe; Bonnie MacKenzie; Elaine MacLeod; Jenny 
Marsh; Shari & Trevor Martin; Janet Martini; Melody Mason; 
Elizabeth McGregor; Pam McPhail; Asia & Atéa Médard; 
Clear Menser; Todd Mundle; P. Munoz; Tran Ngo; Natalie 
Turnley Nicholls; The Ogglesby Family; Linda Olson; The 
Pelletier Family; The Peters Family; Robert & Linda Peterson 
; Joan Trinh Pham; Daria Polansky; The Pollock Family; The 
Qian Family; The Quinones Family; Euan Ramsay; Ayu Ratih; 
Jawad Refai; Nadya Repin; Richard & Frank; Madeline Rigg; 
Christine Rondeau; Anne & Carl Rosenberg; Julie Russell; The 
Sanderson Family; Kit & Sasha Sauder; John Schaub & Pany 
Aghili; Ruth Scheuing; The Schoeber Family; Roger Seamon; 
The Shanken Family; Manbir Singh Sajjan; Val Smith; Mary 
& Michael Sturrock; Chelsey Stuyt; The Sully-Daniels Family; 
Wendy K. Sutton; The Takdare-Sinha Family; Gary Tennant; 
Rose Terzariol; Megan Thrift Chrostowski; Gang Tian; The 
Tierney Family; Lindsay Towns; Ann True; Rachel Van Andel; 
Lucille C. Welburn; Kaitlyn Wilbee; Christianne Wilhelmson & 
John Webber; Julian Worker; Rana Young; Iris Yu; Stephanie 
Yu; Karen & Allan Zeller

Gifts in Honour

Edna Aguiñaga & Pong Leung in honour of Liam & Mila Leung

Melina Auerbach in honour of Jacob & Ayomi de Wijze

In honour of Olga Berry

In honour of Lope Bunda

Karen Cannon, in honour of Stanley & Elsie Cha

In honour of Aidan & Dylan Halbakken

In honour of Robert Harlow

Shirley Heafey, in honour of Claire Heafey

In honour of Derek & Maureen La Croix

In honour of Paul Levert 

In honour of The Morrison Family

In honour of Edna Nash, Britannia Secondary guidance 
teacher

In honour of The Nesbitt Family 

In honour of Kathleen Pratt

In honour of J.K. Rowling

In honour of Lisa Schwabe

In honour of J.E. Treffers

In honour of Vancouver’s wonderful librarians

In honour of Dina Vistmanin

Gifts in Memoriam 

In memory of Nora and Eric Allen

In memory of Dr. José & Lydia Aquino

In memory of Yvonne Armstrong

In memory of Dorothy Barker

In memory of Hans D.  Bauer

In memory of Norman Beiles z’l

In memory of Peter Birkett

In memory of Hans Brown

In memory of Filomena Rose Casoria

In memory of Ernest & Ady Cech

In memory of Mom Bao Ying Chen

In memory of Helen Cheung

In memory of Magdelena Choi

In memory of Bob Colman

In memory of Fiona Curtis

in memory of David Dashevsky

In memory of Elizabeth Grace DesRochers

In memory of Emmalia Dharma

In memory of Evelyn Doyle

In memory of Carlos Foppiano

In memory of John K. Friesen

Linda Gledhill in memory of their brothers,  
Michael & Bourne

In memory of Rebecca Godfrey

In memory of Aphrodite Harris

In memory of Barbara Hinton

In memory of William Hughes

In memory of Hwang, Seung Chan Hwang, Seung Chan

In memory of Dorothy Kerr

In memory of Louise Klaassen

In memory of Harold Laimon

In memory of Bassidi Mohammed Laissaoui

In memory of Caroline Levy

In memory of Win & Tom Lloyd

In memory of Xi Lu

In memory of Irene V. & Leslie L. Miller

In memory of Malcolm Miller

In memory of Rae Moore

In memory of Gino Morena

In memory of Peter Morgan

In memory of Ingrid Nunez

In memory of Beth Orson

In memory of my parents who brought me up  
to love books

In memory of June & Steve Patrick

Pansy Poon, in memory of Ho, Pui Fun

In memory of June Seto

In memory of Owen F. H. Smith

in memory of Hellen Stephen

In memory of Ida Sun

In memory of Ruth Tate

In memory of Doris & Clifton Taylor

In memory of Trevor

Wall Family, in memory of Gary Wall

Judith Walker in memory of Sue Teahan

In memory of Mary Wright

Zysblat and Feldstein families and friends, in loving 
memory of Ida Feldstein

Employer Matching Donations 

We would like to thank the following companies and 
their employees who donated through donation 
matching programs:

Adobe Inc.

Apple 

Coursera

Electronic Arts

Epic Games

Microsoft 

Okta

SAP 

TELUS

Volunteers 

Thank you to the volunteers of the Vancouver Public 
Library Foundation and the Friends of the Vancouver 
Public Library for their ongoing support. 

Great care is taken to ensure the accuracy of this list. 

If you discover errors or omissions, please call 

604-331-4092.
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