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Over the last year, we’ve been delighted to see more and more people returning to in-person 

activities at VPL. Foot traffic to branches increased from 2.8M to over 4M as community 

members visited their Libraries to borrow materials, attend programs, and make the informal, 

face-to-face connections that we missed acutely as the pandemic stretched on. 

When the Library was ready to welcome the community back with a full suite of live 

programming, the Foundation was there with the assistance of our generous donors. 

Your support provided continued funding for beloved signature programs such as Teen 

Writing and Book Camp, Mother Goose, Man in the Moon, and Alligator Pie, along with 

support to expand offerings like Language Fun Storytime (more about this on page #4). 

Program participation rose from 91,393 in 2021 to 134,420 in 2022 and continues to rise 

through 2023.

Meanwhile, the shift toward remote work saw thousands of locals rediscovering Library 

spaces. Activity on Levels 8 and 9 of Central Library, funded by donors and opened 
in 2018, increases daily. Every branch is livelier than ever with remote workers, students, 

and creators like Larissa (featured on page #6) making use of VPL’s free Wi-Fi, computers, 

specialized software, databases, and other resources to boost their productivity, level-up their 

skills, and connect with colleagues and peers.  

The renewed enthusiasm for in-person events and experiences comes at a time when 

loneliness, across the globe, is reaching an all-time high. In 2021, a survey by Statistics Canada 

found that more than 40 percent of Canadians feel lonely some or all the time, and with 

that comes significantly increased risk for several health conditions, decreased lifespan, 

reduced productivity in the workplace, worsened performance in school, and diminished 

civic engagement. Vancouver Public Library – and Libraries all around the world – provide 
many kinds of social infrastructure to help address this growing challenge.

Here at the VPL Foundation, we saw an opportunity to build social connections through 
giving back with an accessible and celebratory event series hosted in Central Library’s 

upper level and rooftop garden. Library enthusiasts and long-standing supporters came 

together to connect through a fun atmosphere, shared passion for books, and desire to 

discover and support an inspiring place (more about this on page #9). The Rooftop Remix 

series raised funds for new soundproof work pods – which will give Vancouverites more 

places to meet, work, and connect – all while we enjoyed three fantastic evenings together.

We hope you enjoy reading about how your generosity made a difference in our 2022/23 

Annual Report.  

With Gratitude, 

From the Board Chair  
and Executive Director

Olin Anton
Board Chair 

Jenny Marsh
Executive Director

Olin Anton, Board Chair Jenny Marsh, Executive Director

Almost three decades after VPL’s Central Library  

first opened its doors, we are thrilled to share some 
exciting news about the Children’s Library! This initiative 

will not only update and enhance, but also expand a 

beloved public space that has been a beacon of learning 

and discovery for thousands of Vancouver families.

Fostering literacy and a love of learning begins 
in infancy and is a strong predictor of lifelong 
happiness and success. VPL is dedicated to offering 

innovative programs and services that align with 

the latest research in child development, ensuring 

that young readers and learners have the very best 

environment to grow and thrive. This project will 

help families connect within our community while 

addressing the crucial need for accessible indoor  

spaces in the heart of downtown Vancouver.

Coming Soon: Spectacular 
Transformation at Children’s Library

The Children’s Library Revitalization Project is poised to 

transform the lower level of Central Library into a vibrant 

hub for young readers and their families. Imagine a 
place where children – from newborns to tweens –  
can embark on immersive journeys of reading, 
writing, playing, singing, and talking – all for free. 

Here are some exciting elements of this new public space:

 ◊ A hands-on programming room that will host over 

1,000 children’s programs every year, reaching more 

than 35,000 participants.

 ◊ For VPL’s youngest patrons, aged 0-6, an early learning 

space filled with interactive play elements that will 
spark their curiosity and imaginations. 

 ◊ A dedicated space for children with sensory needs 

and hidden nooks for reading to provide a calm and 

welcoming environment.

 ◊ Multi-level play structures for children to engage  

in full-body play, where adventures await around  

every corner! 

 ◊ Expanded activity areas for families and children 

ages 6-12 to explore STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math) activities.

 ◊ A comfortable parents’ room for caregivers to feed 

and care for VPL’s youngest visitors.

We can’t wait to unveil this heartwarming project,  

and anticipate its completion by 2025. This project 
is made possible by generous donations from 
the Dilawri Foundation and the Nicola Family 
Foundation, alongside individual donors and with  
City of Vancouver support. 

Together, we’re creating a brighter future for our  

young readers and their families. Stay tuned for more 

updates as we embark on this incredible journey of  

love and learning!
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Have you ever struggled to express your ideas and 

feelings? Or felt the frustration and disconnect that 

comes with not feeling heard? Can you imagine only 

having a couple of words and signs to convey your 

emotions and navigate a newly discovered world?

Now, imagine the difference that stringing together  

two words, pointing to a favorite picture book, or singing 

snippets of a beloved song can make. For toddlers  
and their families facing communication challenges, 
improving these abilities can be a profound  
game-changer.

Every child is unique, and there’s immense variability 

in what 3-5 year-olds can communicate. This is where 
a special program offered by the Vancouver Public 
Library (VPL) steps in, providing invaluable support to 
Vancouver families in nurturing the building blocks of 

communication and pre-literacy for their little ones.

In the heart of Vancouver, a transformative program 

known as Language Fun Storytime has been making  

Lifting Little 
Voices 
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At the core of Language Fun Storytimes 
is the telling of one story three ways. The 
first time the story is told by a facilitator 
who reads the story to the group. The book 
is read slowly and clearly to give children 
time to process what they’re hearing.

The second time the story is told using 
felt pieces on a felt board. Children are 
encouraged to help re-tell the story  
by taking turns putting felt pieces on  
the board.

The third time the children take the lead in 
telling the storytelling. They are given toys 
and props to play with and to use to re-tell 
their favourite parts of the story.

vpfl.ca  |  5

a significant impact on children and families for nearly 

15 years. This unique collaboration between Speech and 

Language Pathologists (SLPs) and VPL is an initiative 

aimed at providing tailored storytime support for 

children aged 3 to 5 who are already receiving speech 

therapy through Vancouver Coastal Health.

Thanks to the generous support of the Simon K.Y.  
Lee Foundation, this innovative program has made  

a lasting, positive impact on young lives and reached 

countless local families.

Language Fun Storytime isn’t just a program; it’s a 
sanctuary of growth, learning, and understanding for 
children who face communication challenges. What 

sets this program apart is the personalized attention 

each child receives and the supportive environment 

it offers to both children and their caregivers. With a 

limited group size of eight children, SLPs and children’s 

Librarians collaborate to provide individualized guidance 

and one-on-one support to each child.

Traditional large storytimes can be overwhelming for 

children with behavioural or communication challenges. 

The intimate environment of Language Fun offers 

them a safe haven where they can relax and thrive.  In 

the judgment-free atmosphere carefully cultivated by 

the Librarian and SLP duo, children are empowered to 

engage with the stories and move their bodies as needed.

Rhea Lazar, co-developer of the program and a 

practicing Speech and Language Pathologist for over  

37 years, emphasizes the importance of this  

acceptance and community for caregivers as well.  

She explains, “The parents feel great relief because 

we’ve given them permission to just be. For some of 

them, it is their first time experiencing a warm  

welcome in the community space.”

This opportunity for connection is vital for the  

whole family. Rhea has witnessed the loneliness that 

caregivers often feel before they join the program:  

“The parents often feel isolated and think they’re the 

only ones with a child facing these challenges. Then,  

in Language Fun, they support each other in a beautiful 

way.” This support can range from friendly greetings 

and helping with baby siblings to sharing therapies 

and activities that have worked for their family, and 

arranging follow-up playdates after the 8-week  

program concludes.

This sense of community also boosts the children’s 

confidence. Rhea shares a magical moment from 

Language Fun when a little boy, initially speaking only 

one word at a time, suddenly burst forth with two 

words during one of the later sessions. The whole  

group cheered for him, celebrating his achievement 

and witnessing his palpable pride.

Thanks to community support, this program bestows 
lifelong gifts upon the children and their families. It 
nurtures communication skills that they will use every 
day and promotes a love of reading and storytelling 
that will aid in learning, exploration, and discovery 
beyond these formative years. It also establishes a 
vital connection to the local Library and its Librarians 
that can benefit them throughout their lives.

Rhea believes that “books can change the world,” and 

that the right book can draw in any child. She finds that 

stories inspire children and can truly captivate them. 

Identifying the children’s interests and what excites 

them through books plays a pivotal role in elevating 

their communication skills.

As Language Fun Storytime shapes the lives of children 

and families, it reminds us that transformation can 

begin with a story, a nurturing environment, and the 

unwavering support of a community. The Simon K.Y. 
Lee Foundation’s dedication to this program inspires 
us, as it affirms that positive change happens when 
individuals and organizations come together.

The Simon K.Y. Lee Foundation Brings 
More Language Fun to Local Families
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As part of Vancouver’s bustling creative scene,  

sculptor and artist Larissa faced a dilemma shared  

by many fellow artists – the ever-worsening housing 

crisis. Vancouver’s skyrocketing rents and limited spaces 

have forced countless artists to leave their beloved city, 

while making it increasingly difficult for new talent to 

join the vibrant arts community. However, for Larissa, a 
workshop at the Vancouver Public Library opened 
up a world of creative possibilities and she sees 

the Library offering a lifeline to artists navigating this 

challenging landscape.

Larissa’s journey began when she decided to  

take a Citizen Journalism workshop hosted by the 

Vancouver Public Library’s Inspiration Lab, which 
opened in 2015 through the generous support of 
donors. Drawn to learning new skills and exploring fresh 

avenues of self-expression, Larissa sought a creative 

outlet that didn’t demand the physical space her 

sculpting work required. 

In her quest to share her perspective as a biracial artist 

through more performance-based mediums, she 

gravitated towards storytelling through new platforms 

like podcasting, stand-up comedy, and music. 

The Citizen Journalism workshops not only expanded 

Larissa’s artistic repertoire but also fostered a newfound 

sense of accessibility to the Lab’s resources. Becoming 

familiar with the equipment and gaining confidence 

in her abilities, Larissa left the workshops with a 
renewed spirit of empowerment. She is using the 

skills she acquired to tell captivating stories through 

different channels.

Delving into stand-up comedy and music, she admits 

she has stretched her boundaries and has pushed past 

her introverted tendencies. “I feel unnatural trying to 

perform!” she laughs, “In my most natural state, I am a 

Keeping Vancouver 
Creative

Larissa’s story goes beyond her 
personal journey. It’s a testament 
to the power of public resources, 
especially for artists grappling 
with the housing crisis.

Larissa loves to take inspiration 
from the natural world and then 
imagine how it could evolve in 
ways that are fantastical and 
futuristic. When you look at 
her work she wants you to see 
something familiar, but then 
to take a look again and see 
something in a new light.

How the Library Empowers  
Artists in Vancouver

pure introvert cozied up in my recliner, admiring my 

plants and sipping my tea.” Through improv classes and 

free workshops offered by VPL, she challenged herself in 

ways she never thought possible.

But Larissa’s story goes beyond her personal journey. 

It’s a testament to the power of public resources, 
especially for artists grappling with affordability 
challenges. Larissa is greatly saddened that many 

of her peers have been pushed out of the city by 

exorbitant rents.

Larissa believes the Library and our community 

standing together play a critical role in preserving 

Vancouver’s creative community. She sees it as a 

problem that can be solved through collective action 

and institutions like the Library that create a collective 

wealth of resources: “I think of it as what can WE do? 

What can your family, neighbourhood, and community 

do? We need to work in solidarity with each other so 

that all of us can benefit from this communal wealth  

at the Library.”

Larissa emphasizes, “Communities feel strong when 
everyone has more options and the chance to feel a 
sense of place. The Library provides that.” The Library 

offers artists like Larissa a refuge—a safe, welcoming 

space where they can be inspired, create, connect,  

and thrive.

As Larissa sees it, VPL is part of a national movement  

of Libraries choosing to stand alongside artists, offering 

invaluable resources. Larissa herself has benefited 
from drawing tablets, recording studios, editing 
software, and free, accessible spaces. This access 

is more than convenience; it’s a lifeline for artists 

struggling to find their footing in a city that often seems 

determined to price them out.

“We need each other,” Larissa mused. It’s a call for 

solidarity, an acknowledgment that communal 

resources, like those provided by the Library, should  

be accessible to all. In a world where opportunities 
can seem scarce, the Library is a beacon of hope—a 
place where artists like Larissa can keep Vancouver’s 
artistic community going strong.
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What does it look like to gather after a pandemic? What 

can a Library fundraiser look like in a more inclusive format?

In Summer 2022, VPL Foundation was pleased to host 

our first-ever Rooftop Remix series at Central Library. The 

primary goal was to bring together people who love and 

use the Library – to invite connection, joy, and celebration. 

It was also an opportunity to raise awareness that Levels 

8, 9, and the spectacular rooftop garden exist because of 

donor support from our community. These spaces are 
an excellent example of what is possible when Library 
lovers come together to give back to their Libraries.

Part of Rooftop Remix’s magic was that it connected 

long-standing supporters, who had not attended an in-

person event in years, with new folks eager to celebrate 

and support the Library. Casey Dela Cruz, one of the 

event organizers, shared his delight in witnessing the 

diversity of our Library community represented among 

the attendees. 

He said, “We were proud to see such a diverse group  
of people coming together. It was like a microcosm for 
the Library community.” This diversity is an integral part 

of what makes both the event and our VPL Foundation 

community so special. 

Rooftop Remix:
Celebrating Community 
& Connection!

Jenny Marsh, our Executive Director, shares how the 

Library space set the tone for the event: “This space is 

magical. It doesn’t need much dressing up. We just need 
to invite people in. I am thrilled the event shines a light 
on this wonderful place and on what Library supporters 
can achieve to make our city better, together.” 

Connecting through a fun atmosphere, a shared passion 

for books – and in an inspiring setting  – many of the 

attendees were reluctant to leave. Jenny was pleased 

to see so much of our community enjoying themselves 

and together again. She concluded: “Rooftop Remix felt 

so celebratory and happy and energizing. It gave us all a 

renewed sense of shared community.”

Funds raised through the Rooftop Remix will go 

towards funding new soundproof work pods, providing 

more people with places to meet, connect, and work 

effectively at Central Library. VPL Foundation extends a 

heartfelt thank you to our event sponsors: Deloitte and 

Jarislowsky Fraser. This year, we were pleased to add 

Boyden and Odlum Brown as event sponsors as well.  

Fifteen years ago, in the cozy corner of a dusty bookstore 

in California, Flannery and Ryan’s love story began. 

This meeting set the stage for a life filled with a shared 

passion for books, a love of animals, and a heartfelt 

commitment to giving back to their community.

They describe the decision to give back to the Vancouver 

Public Library and make a gift in their will as a “no 

brainer” for them.

For Flannery, her giving is guided by a simple, yet 

powerful principle instilled in her from a young age:  

“If you have enough, you have enough to share.” She 

firmly believes in the responsibility of individuals to 

contribute to the collective well-being of society. For 

Ryan, his motivation to support the Library comes from 

an aligned value: that the Library provides free access  

to knowledge and learning to anyone that wants it.

For both Flannery and Ryan, giving back to the 
Library is about a commitment to their community.

In a rapidly changing world, they appreciate how 

Libraries have evolved to meet the needs of the 

community. They trust that the Library will continue  

to adapt, guided by its commitment to serving everyone. 

For Ryan, supporting the Library means supporting a 

place for all, while Flannery takes pride in being part 

of an enthusiastic community of Library users, eager to 

enter this invaluable space each day. 

Flannery and Ryan both have a deep love for the Library 

and appreciate what it does for them, their friends, and 

their neighbours. They want to keep it going well into 

the future with their gift. They understand that what 
they leave behind is an opportunity to ensure that 
future generations can continue to access the wealth 
of knowledge and resources the Library provides.

Two Hearts,  
One Legacy Gift: 
Flannery & Ryan

Flannery and Ryan’s love story, rooted in books, 

adventure, shared values, and a passionate commitment 

to their community, shows just how transformative the 

power of love and giving are. They exemplify the belief 
that, while we can’t take our material wealth with 
us, the impact of our generosity can continue on, 
creating a brighter future for all.

Flannery and Ryan both have  
a deep love for the Library and 
appreciate what it does for 
them, their friends, and their 
neighbours. They want to keep  
it going well into the future  
with their gift.
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Board of Directors

In 2022, VPL saw our community and our staff  
returning to the activities that make every day at  
the library meaningful and rewarding.

We welcomed people back to in-person programs 
and could once again see the joy that comes from 
connections between people and with the library in 
our neighbourhoods, including through our new early 
learning space at Britannia Branch. It was wonderful to 
bring back our Teen Writing and Book Camp and our 
Early Learning conference for caregivers, in-person for  
the first time in three years. Activities like these, along 
with the storytimes that we deliver nearly every day 
across the city, bring the library to life.

We welcomed the increasing role of libraries as space for 
remote workers, demonstrating the importance shared 
spaces and experiences. At the end of the year, our 
Accessible Services moved to Level 3 of Central Library, 
making our services for people living with disabilities 
more visible and integrated with our other services.

Our continued commitment to lifelong learning 
programs in 2022 contributed to belonging and 
connection for people across Vancouver, and beyond.  
We welcomed adults back to programs that build 
cultural understanding like “Uplift Asian”; we offered 
career development support; we enhanced digital 

literacy; and 
we continued 
our work on 
advancing 
Truth and 
Reconciliation. 

We were 
honoured to 
have Eden Fine 
Day as the 2022 
Indigenous 
Storyteller in 
Residence and 
were proud 

A Message 
from VPL 

Click here to read VPL’s full 2022 annual report.

to respond to community needs by developing a new 
program “Indigenous Considerations for Newcomers” that 
connected new Canadians with knowledge and context 
to participate in conversations about Indigenous culture 
and history.

In the fall of 2022, we undertook a public awareness and 
attitudes survey, which provided insights that validated 
the important role that VPL plays in the community and 
demonstrated that we are making progress on the goals 
set out in VPL’s Strategic Plan. Your feedback will help us 
plan for the future. This will be supported by work on equity, 
diversity and inclusion within the organization, as we aim to 
be a workplace that reflects the diversity of our community 
and where all our staff feel a sense of belonging.

Everything we achieve would not be possible without 
VPL’s incredible staff and volunteers. Thank you for all that 
you do, each day, to make VPL a vital and welcoming part 
of our community. 

Sincerely,

(161.5% increase from last year)

3,732 
CHILDREN’S PROGRAM SESSIONS

(58.2% increase from last year)

46,499 
NEW CARDS ISSUED

(43.1% increase from last year)

4,053,565 
FOOT TRAFFIC AT ALL BRANCHES

Beth Ann Locke

“Growing up, I found fresh worlds to 
explore every week at my local library. 
Now libraries are community hubs with 
portals to learning, entertainment, job 
resources, and access to opportunities.  
I joined the VPLF Board to keep building 
our communities.”

Craig Hemer

“I believe that libraries are cornerstones 
of literacy and windows on the world for 
all. It is critical that we support libraries 
which in turn helps to develop a more 
engaged society.” 

Eugene Lee

“I volunteer for VPLF so I can support 
an organization that helps build vibrant 
and inclusive communities.”

Grant Conroy

“Libraries, and all the services they provide, 
are critical for a healthy and flourishing 
society. They offer education and equality, 
two values that are important for me. 
Many famous journeys began in a Library, 
and so many more are about to begin.”

Greg Oyhenart (Vice-Chair)

“I volunteer for VPLF because we 
provide the support that helps people 
from every walk of life to reach their 
fullest potential.”

Jaclyn Tsang
“Growing up, the library provided a space to 
explore, nurture, and satisfy my curious mind. 
At their core, libraries remain patient, caring, 
and kind, all while ensuring equality of access. 
I am committed to ensuring VPL has the 
resources to continue to thrive and uplift our 
communities for future generations.”

Jamie Broadhurst
“I volunteer for VPLF because a great city 
must have a great library system that is 
accessible for everyone.”

Jason McDaniel
“The library has provided a critical connection 
to the community for my family. It was a 
safe and peaceful place to study in my youth 
and now my four children have all benefited 
from their many journeys of learning and 
exploration at our local branch.”

Olin Anton, FCPA, FCA (Chair)
“I benefited from a robust library system 
when I was growing up, and now have the 
honour of contributing to the health of 
today’s library system for the benefit of  
all Vancouverites.”

Raji Mangat
“Libraries are magical places that profoundly 
shape individuals and communities for today 
and tomorrow. It’s an honour to be a small part 
of that magic.”

Hitesh Kothary, CPA, CA

“I volunteer for VPLF as the library plays 
a critical role in providing access to 
literacy and education for all members 
of society as well as providing a safe 
gathering space for the community.”

Sean Muggah
“VPL plays such a vital role in supporting and 
connecting our region’s diverse communities 
– and in providing an open and enriching 
environment that is accessible to all. I am 
honoured to have the opportunity to serve and 
support one of North America’s most highly 
regarded public library systems.”

Terry Salman (Chair Emeritus)
“Libraries offer so much to everyone in our 
community, regardless of their circumstances. 
Watching people from so many different 
backgrounds streaming through the doors of 
Vancouver’s Central Library together inspires 
me to champion this important cause.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Lowe
Board Chair

Christina de Castell
Chief Librarian & CEO 

Eden Fine Day
Indigenous Storyteller in Residence 

https://www.vpl.ca/sites/default/files/2023-08/Annual%20Report%202022_FINAL_sml.pdf
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Area of Greatest Need 54%

Library Spaces 29%

Collections, Programs  
& Services 10%

Children and Teens 7%

Individuals 41%

Monthly Sustainers 4%

Corporations 31%

Gifts in Will 10%

Government of Canada 5%

Investment Income 9%

Thank You. 
Vancouver Public Library and the Vancouver Public Library Foundation 
thank all those who generously gave their support in 2022-2023.

$500,000+

Dilawri Group of Companies; The Nicola Family 

Foundation; The Estate of Anton Stramitz

$100,000-$499,999

Richard & Sandra Durrans; Simon K.Y. Lee Foundation; 

Sun Life Financial

$10,000-$99,999

Anonymous; Olin & Suzanne Anton; Diamond 

Foundation; Employment & Social Development 

Canada; Essential Needs Foundation; Elizabeth Anne 

Farmer; Maureen & Larry Lunn; David Morrow; The 

Reidler Foundation; Ruby Fund, held at Vancouver 

Foundation; Dr. Linda Siegel; Taylor Taliesin 

Foundation; TD Bank Group

$1,000-$9,999

Anonymous; Anako Foundation; Frank Anfield & 

Beth Locke; Charlotte Baynes; Beech Foundation; 

Paul Bennett & Catherine Olsen; Scott Bissillion; 

Tracy Bond; Marilyn Books; Robert S. Bovaird; 

Boyden; Jamie Broadhurst; Jennifer & Doug Clarke; 

Leanne Currie;  Deloitte; Neil Duke & Candace Yip; 

Face the World Foundation; David Fairhall; Shelagh 

Flaherty; Pamela Francis; Martin Glynn; Andrew & 

Joan Grant; The Greygates Foundation; Craig & Lori 

Hemer; Holdstock/Varga Family; Donna Hossack; 

Hotfusion Communications Inc.; Howes Burley family 

& Jarislowsky Fraser Private Wealth Management; 

Karen Keilty & Doug Smith; Andrea Carol Hawkes 

& Hitesh Kothary; CEBE Lee Family Fund held at 

Vancouver Foundation; Lightburn Family Fund, held 

at Vancouver Foundation; Hoong Lim (林轰); Lohn 

Foundation; Love to Sew Podcast; Ian MacKinnon & 

Karly Cook; Betty & Kelly Mah; The McDaniel family; 

Deborah Meredith; Margaux Murphy; Muggah & 

Shimada Family; Not Just Coffee Fund held at and 

administered by Vancity Community Foundation; 

Odlum Brown; Oyhenart Family; Gillian Parlane; 

Point Grey Village Business Association; Jim Poole; 

Postmedia Raise-a-Reader, Decoda Literacy Solutions 

Society & the Province of British Columbia; RBC 

Global Asset Management; Philip Resnick; Douglas & 

Sheila Rogers and The Kingfisher Foundation; Terry 

& Chris Salman; Laurelle Shalagan; Bill Stilwell; Ian & 

Pear Storrs; Paul & Joan Whitney

$500-$999

AK; Anonymous; George & Donna Battye Fund, held 

at Vancouver Foundation; Mary Lynn Baum & Steve F. 

Savitt; Bottomer Family; Cheung Family; Dragon Fire 

Fund, held at Vancouver Foundation; Karen Ericson; 

Linda Farrell; Deborah & William Gibson; Laura 

Gordon; Mary Ellen Graham; James Green; Nancy Hill; 

Terry & Charlene Krepiakevich; Sonia Lam; Nancy & 

Bruce Lanphear; Vancity Community Foundation - 

Lepawsky Family Fund; Hugh Lindsay; James Lucas; 

Richard Lai Yok & Cecilia Sui Ying Ma; Mollie Massie 

& Hein Poulus; Lisa McIntosh; Shea Miles; Louise & 

Ian Mummery; Anne Christine Murray; Judith Parker 

& Donna Kaye; Marion Pearson & Jim Orr Fund, held 

at the Vancouver Foundation; Dave & Dana Prescott; 

The Rong Family; Danielle & David Sharp-Bell; Barbara 

Small; Wendy K. Sutton; Margaux Taveau; Frances 

Tessier; Ting Ting Jiang Memorial Fund, held at 

Vancouver Foundation; Donna Wyman

$200-$499

Anonymous; American Cloud; Christine & Oliver 

Applegarth; Jo-ann Archibald; Alan & Gloria Au; the 

Baird-Herron Family; Silvia Bergersen; Oonagh Berry; 

Russel Black; Ralph Brands; The Bung Family; Jim & 

Sheila Buttar; Jennifer Chan & Matt Murdoch;  

Peter Chao; The Cheam Family; Natasha Chetty; 

Financials
Revenue by Designation
as a percentage of funds raised

Revenue by Source
as a percentage of funds raised

Expenses Total Raised FY 23* 

*Year ended June 30, 2023

To see full audited financial statements  

please visit vplf.ca/financial-responsibility

Employee Salaries & Benefits

$493,128

Total Expenses

$645,242

Administrative Costs

$152,114

$2,049,831

https://vplf.ca/financial-responsibility/
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Veronica Dubak; Lindsay Dunn; Larry Enns; Gina 

Faigen; Jan Faulkner & Stephen Parker; Judy Fawcett; 

Judith Garay; Christy Giligson; Charlene Goldstein; 

Pauline Hannam; Hanson Foundation; Josie Heisig; 

Jim Henderson & Jocelyn Godolphin; Peter Herd 

& Terry Viczko; Barry G. Hoffman; John Hooge; 

Christopher Hughes; Islam Ibrahim & Aya Abdelfatah; 

Jackson-Harrop Family; The Jensen Family; Dr. Phyllis 

Johnson & Dr. Peter Suedfeld; Michael Joy; Sharon 

Kahn & Barrie MacFadden; John S. Keenlyside; Deirdre 

M. Kelly & David P. Beers; Koh Family; Maja Krzic & 

Zoran Nesic; DD Kugler; Priscilla Lam; Samantha Lee; 

Janette Y. L. Leung; Heather Long; Melody Mason; 

Anne Mathisen; Elio Meloni; Merrick Family; Judith 

Miller; Glynnis Morgan; Alexander Moroz & Olga 

Lacovlenco;  Eileen Mosca; Eva Murray; The Naugler 

Klassen Family;  Tran Ngo; Nguyen family; Karen 

O’Kain; Natasha Patton; Robert & Linda Peterson; Anh 

Phan; The Pontikis–Zwick Family; Dr. Mary Robertson; 

Christine Rondeau; Saravleen Singh; Andrea Smith; 

Lynda & Ric Spratley; Frances Sprout; Mary (Steele) & 

Eric V. Chown; Jomar & Celine Tigcal; Troy Topnik; Iris 

Torchalla & Bernhard Riecke; Jaclyn Tsang; Suko Tse; 

The Vadlamudi Family; Athena Vouloumanos; Lynn 

Westwood; KS Wong Family; Kathryn Youngs; Janet 

Zadra; Michael W. Zhang

$100-$199

Anonymous; Veronica Aimone; Kim Barry & Simon 

Jacobs; Joanne Baxter;  Nick & Marnie Blom; Catherine 

Bock; Drew Bodaly; Priscilla Boucher; Russell & Susan 

Boyd; Bryan & Liz; Joel & Carrie Bradley; Ken Brooks; 

Dr. William Bruneau; Melody Burton; The Carruthers 

Family; David Chercover; Pat Christiansen; Mark Clark 

& Barbara Lindsay; Jacquie Clark; Clodigoose Family; 

Kay & Jon Collins; Lynn Copeland; Quinn Crosina & Rod 

Locke; Cull Family Fund; Ashley Curammeng; Natalie 

Cushing; Richard Dancy; Darras & Morrison Family; 

Keith & Betty Dawson; Anne-Marie Dekker; Depford 

Family; Rapti Dietrich; Peter Dodek; David Dowis & 

Janet Dowis; Lori Driussi; Richard & Danielle Dunn; 

Joseph Erpenbeck; Duncan & Nota Etches; Catherine 

Evans; Rob & Maria Faccio; Joanne Fawcett; Dr. 

Elizabeth Fendley;  Marguerite Ford; Marlene Franks; 

Froese Family; Chie Garcia; Alice Garry; Carole Gerson; 

Gordon & Kathleen Gray; Paul Greisman;  

Tom Hackney; David Hardouin; Douglas Harris & 

Candy Thomson; Sara Harris; Myrna Hastings; Barbara 

Heller; Patricia Hernandez & Thierry Garrel; Lucas 

Herrenbrueck; Alexis Hinde; Lenora Ho; Dawna Holas; 

Ron Holton; Robin Howell-Jones; The Huckford Family; 

Martha Huestis; Colin Huggard; Jane Hutton; Scott 

Jan; The Jung & Vogels Family; Keady-Coll Family; 

Kyong-ae Kim; Ken Klonsky & Mary Ellen Belfiore; 

Irene Kmet & Donald Wetherell; Yvonne Kong; Brenda 

Kumar; Stephanie Kurz; Alina Kwan; Rick & Mary Lam; 

Matt Lam; Elizabeth A. Laquer; Rob Larson; Linda Lee 

& Michael Mulhern; Heather Lemieux; Vanesse Ling; 

Audivox Ma; MacCrimmon Family; Maureen Maclachlan; 

John & Sidney Madden; Ken & Marian Marsh; Shari & 

Trevor Martin; Janet Martini; Noni Mate; Matson Family; 

Angelo Mazzarella; Maria-Teresa McCullough; Sheila 

McFadzean; Sheila McGivern; Robert McLean; Margaret 

McLeod; The McHale-Fleming Family; Hilary Meredith 

& Michael Heeney; Colleen Miller; Helen Mintz; Anthony 

Morgan; Moira Munro; Maryam Murat-Khan; The 

Murtha-Reynolds Family; Judith Neamtan; Ng Family; 

Patricia Ng; Melissa Ng; Ellie O’Day; Morag Pansegrau; 

Glenn & Adele Poier; Gigi Poon; Quinones family; The 

Royal Zhao Family; Donald Read;  Ray Schachter & 

Beverley Kort; Marie Schneider; Alfred Schultz; David 

Scriven; Mary & John Sisler; Rhonda Sherwood; Luke 

Shwart; Paisley Smith; Elisabeth Sommerville; Margo 

Stanaway; Paul Stanwood; Andrew Szeri & Callen Sor; 

Anona Thorne; Caitlin Tom; Steven K. Turnbull; Richard 

W. Unger; Untz Family; Tom Vadney; Nicole Valade; 

David Varty; Joan & John Vincent; Wagner Family; 

Pamela Whittall; Gary Wong; Robert Wong & Angela 

Tang; Shelley Wood; Kaylee & Marcus Yam; Yu Jia Ye;  

The Young Family; Iris Yu; Kenneth & Jennifer Yule; 

Hongmei Zhang

$99 and under

Anonymous; Cristiane Aigner & Ricardo de Oliveira; 

AN Family; Melinda Appenheimer; Linda Arato; 

Scott Baldwin; Philip & Lori Barer; Gary & Catherine 

Barr; Barsoum Family; Clare Beck; Scott Blessley 

& Katherine Hornbach; Alina Bobrovnik; Mo Bot; 

Bevin Brand; Molly Brewis; Mono Brown & Johanna 

Bleecker; Barbara Campbell; Gyda Chud; Adrian 

Clark; Brian Coleman; Summer Crane; The Dajee 

Family; Alex Dault;  Elizabeth Demner; The Diewold 

Family; Liang Ding; Alen Dominguez; Nico Dufort; 

Gavin Esdale; Dianne Farlinger; Maureen Fauman; 

Zelda Fedder; Feldman Family; The Fergusson 

Family; Charlotte Fox; Tamara Frankel; Laurenne 

Garneau; Robert & Gail Gordon; Deborah Graham; 

Mike Haggstrom; Janis Hamilton; Akiko Hara; Hilda 

Ho; Hanna Houghton; Brenda Hudson; Nicole Hurst; 

Barbara Ing; Aara Johnson & Joaquin Muñoz; Roger 

Kao; Jean L. Kares; Lindsay Kerr; Frankie Kirby; Alice 

Klassen; Jackie & Gerry Krystal; Mr. & Mrs. Alwin 

Lacson; Yolande Lafleur; Dr Akbar Lalani & Ms Shamin 

Lalani; Noel & Rachel Lanto; Lyonoor Lardein; Colleen 

Lee; The Lee Family; The Levang ten Den Family; KS 

LEW’s family; Maria Adele Longo; Dougie & Duncan 

MacDonald; Pete Malleson; Payal Madhwani & Jeetesh 

Mangwani; The Martinez-Hernandez Family; Gail 

Mattuck; Ann McDonell; Elizabeth McLean; Harshini 

& Ron McLeod; Jeff Meerman; Kari Montrichard; 

Mr. Lucio Muñoz; Sue Murphy; Glen Nagano & Judy 

Haraga; Nathan, Christine & Rae; Hugh Nelson; Anne 

Neumann; Edward M.W. Ng; Britta Ng; Martha Ophir; 

Oscar Pareles-Kief; Derek Porter; Productboard Inc; 

Monique Radlein; Laura Ramsay; Bali Randhawa; 

Cathy Rayment; Sylvia Roberts; Janice Robinson; 

Merrilee Robson; Rock Family; Talia Rosales; Harold 

& Karen Rose; Lynn Russell; Esmond & Maureen 

Sanders; Bernard Schulz; Karis Sengara; Reem 

Shammout; Navid Shariat; The Sharp Family; Shecter-

Balin Family; Nicole Snowball; Richard Stark & Penny 

Eisenberg; Michael Swanton; Charlene Taylor; Carla 

Terzariol; Chris Tucker & Anita Seiz; Sandra Vander 

Schaaf; Kala Vilches; Walker Family; Duncan Watts-

Grant; Patricia Wejr; Niki Westman; Doug Williamson; 

Stephanie Wilson; Carmen D. Wiseman; Jason 

Wrobleski; Stella Xu; Alan Zisman

MONTHLY SUSTAINERS

Allingham Family; Chris Balma; Balma Family; 

Ivy Batori; Brenda Bear; Norman M. Blais; Boggild 

McEwen Family; Gina Bolognesi; Bondebond; Sarika 

Bose;  Bourgeois Family; Isabel Ann Byczko; Cailee, 

Casey, & Elizabeth Dela Cruz; Zoë Campbell; Christina 

de Castell; N. Chalmers; Emma Chang; Christine 

Cheng; Chris, Sarah, & Aria; Eustache Compaore; 

Grant Conroy; Marena Dix; Elaine; Dr. Jim & Bryon 

Elliott; KC Emerson; Kyla Epstein; Erenguc Family; 

Daniéla Esparo; Fachin Gouvea Family; Elizabeth 

Anne Farmer; Cynthia Flood; Caitlin Fysh; Amy Gilbert; 

Charlene Gilchrist; Frances Gillis; Gray Fenton Family; 

Shelby Gregg; Jonathan Haley; James Harcott; Terry 

Harrison & Sandra Maxson; Kurt Heinrich; E.G Hoole; 

Michelle Houle & Chris Pollitt; James Houston & Anne 

Marie Goodfellow; Linying Hu; Rita Huizheng Liang; 

Jeannette Hutchings; Josh Inman; Inez; Pamela Ip & 

Jacqueline Wong; Mandeep Kaur; Howard & Rosalind 

Karby; Tristan Klassen; Alyssa Koehn;  Megan Lau; 

Le Bihan Family; Leavitt and O’Farrell Family; Preet 

Lidder; Kevin Lowe; Jamie De Luce; Melody Ma; 

Bonnie MacKenzie; Raji Mangat; Rupali Mann; Jenny 

Marsh; Didar Masifi; Flannery & Ryan May; Elizabeth 

McGregor; James McKenzie; Pam McPhail; Asia & Atéa 

Médard de Chardon; Clear Menser; Todd M. Mundle; 

P. Munoz; Angie Natingor & Matthew Boulton; Midge 

& Tim Oke; Linda Olson; Matilde Park; Pelletier Family; 

Peters Family; Piwowar Family; Daria Polansky; Qian 

& Guo Family; Kim Q.; Euan Ramsay; Ratib Family; 

Jawad Refai; Nadya Repin; Richard & Frank; Madeline 

Rigg; Scott Rochon; Anne & Carl Rosenberg; Manbir 

Singh Sajjan; Rémi Satterford; Kit & Sasha Sauder; 

John Schaub & Pany Aghili; The Schoeber family; 

Jill Schroder & Mike Raynolds; Roger Seamon; Peter 

Selnar & Cynthia Turley; The Shanken Family; Val 

Smith; Geordie Stowell; Mary & Michael Sturrock; 

Chelsey Stuyt; Sully-Daniels Family; Takdare-Sinha 

Family; Gary Tennant; Rose Terzariol; Alida Oegema 

Thomas & Nicholas Thomas; Megan Thrift Chrostowski; 

Gang Tian; Lindsay Towns; Ann True; Natalie Turnley 

Nicholls; Rachel Van Andel; Lucille C Welburn; Kaitlyn 

Wilbee; Christianne Wilhelmson & John Webber; 

Julian Worker;  Rana Young; Karen & Allan Zeller
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GIFTS IN HONOUR

 

In honour of all who love books

In honour of Vancouver’s wonderful librarians

Côme-Gardiner Family in honour of Amelie & Eloise 

Jan Whitford & Michael Stevenson in honour of  
Sheila Anzarut 

In honour of Hannah Boldt & Alma Olsson 

The Bree Family in honour of Alan Bree 

In honour of Lope Bunda 

Karen Cannon in honour of Stanley & Elsie Cha

In honour of Fiona Curtis 

In honour of Evelyn Davenport 

In honour of Annabelle Dube 

In honour of Professor Susanna Egan,  
inspiration to many readers

Allen Family in honour of Gordon 

In honour of Aidan & Dylan Halbakken 

In honour of Robert Harlow 

Anton Miller in honour of Mary Juanes 

Penny Karjala in honour of Roy Karjala 

Eric & Patricia Smith in honour of Marcus & Duncan Klima 

In honour of Nikolai Korndorf 

In honour of Derek & Maureen La Croix 

Donna Chu in honour of Elizabeth Larson

Edna Aguiñaga & Pong Leung in honour of  
Liam & Mila Leung 

In honour of Jane D. Levy 

In honour of Anita Lo 

Tamineh Saadat in honour of Afarin Mirzadeh 

Janet Moore in honour of Helen Moore 

Richel Mines in honour of Paula 

In honour of Kathleen Pratt 

Leonard Schein Family in honour of Barbara Small 

Fedele Family in honour of Rose Terzariol 

In honour of J.E. Treffers 

In honour of Dina Vistman 

Melina Auerbach in honour of Jacob & Ayomi de Wijze

GIFTS IN MEMORIAM

 

In memory of my parents who brought me up  
to love books 

In memory of Helen Anderson 

In memory of Ross Angus

In memory of Nora & Eric Allen 

Heather J Wye, in memory of Ann & Leonard 

In memory of Dorothy Barker 

In memory of Hans D. Bauer 

In memory of Dennis Baxendale 

In memory of Evelyn Beam 

Mary M. Cutbill in memory of Eileen M. Berthier 

In memory of Peter Birkett 

Linda Gledhill in memory of their brothers, Michael &  
Ken Bourne 

In memory of Connie & Emanuel Bonnici 

In memory of Marcel Joseph Boulet 

In memory of Jeanette Brinkman 

In memory of Hans Brown 

In memory of Ernest & Ady Cech 

In memory of Helen Cheung 

In memory of Magdelena Choi 

In memory of Paddy Clarke 

In memory of Fiona Curtis 

In memory of Harold David 

In memory of David Dashevsky 

In memory of Elizabeth Grace DesRochers 

In memory of David Devine 

In memory of Emmalia Dharma 

In memory of Evelyn Doyle 

In memory of Robustiano L. Espiritu Jr. 

In memory of John K. Friesen

Pansy Poon in memory of Pui Fun Ho 

In memory of Alice Haight 

In memory of Aphrodite Harris 

In memory of Hidayat Hasan 

Marian Dodds in memory of Samuel Alan  
Haswell Dodds 

In memory of Barbara Hinton 

William Robert Galloway in memory of Kenzie Hoar 

In memory of Donna Hossack 

In memory of Hwang, Seung Chan 

In memory of Cheryl Ann Hughes 

In memory of William Hughes 

Liz Tuck in memory of Jim 

In memory of Fred Joubin

In memory of Garbans Kaur 

In memory of Louise Klaassen 

In memory of Christina Lau 

In memory of Xi Lu 

Lionel Johnston & Jane Heyman in memory of 
Derek & Diana Lukin Johnston

In memory of Malcolm Miller

In memory of Esther Furmanski Margalit 

In memory of Sharon McLeod 

In memory of Gino Morena 

In memory of Peter Morgan

In memory of Dermot Murphy

In memory of Ingrid Nunez

In memory of Beth Orson; Chris Patrick &  
Josie Chuback 

In memory of Ann Patrick 

In memory of June & Steve Patrick

In memory of Nancy L Pepper 

In memory of Peter, Mary & Grace 

Christin McOuat & Everlee McOuat in memory of 
Luzie Poiger 

In memory of Noah Rodrigues 

In memory of Prof. Marty Roth 

In memory of Ms. Jackie Sandy 

In memory of Cely Schouela

In memory of June Seto 

In memory of Sarah Shipley 

In memory of Hellen Stephen

In memory of Frances Muriel Steven who gave me 
her love of reading 

In memory of Ida Sun

Wall Family, in memory of Gary Wall 

Yosef Wosk Family Foundation in honour of  
Alan Twigg’s mother Betty Twigg 

In memory of Bill White

In memory of Mary Wright 

In memory of Norman Beiles z’l

 

EMPLOYER MATCHING DONATIONS

We would like to thank the following companies  
and their employees who donated through donation 
matching programs:

Activision Blizzard; Adobe Inc.; Apple; Coast Capital 
Savings; Elasticsearch; Electronic Arts; Hootsuite; 
Microsoft; Motorola; Northbridge Financial 
Corporation; Parkland Corporation; Porte Industries 
Ltd.; Raymond James; RBC; Salesforce; SAP; 
Scotiabank; TD Bank; Teck Resources; TELUS

VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to the volunteers of the Vancouver 
Public Library Foundation and the Friends of the 
Vancouver Public Library for their ongoing support.

Great care is taken to ensure the accuracy of this 
list. If you discover errors or omissions, please call 
604-331-4092.
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Vancouver Public Library 

Foundation acknowledges 

that our work takes place on 

the unceded homelands of the 

xʷməθkʷəy ̓əm (Musqueam), 

sel ̓íl ̓witulh (Tsleil Waututh)  

and sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish)  

Coast Salish peoples.

vplf.ca

350 West Georgia Street

Vancouver, BC V6B 6B1

Email: info@vplf.ca

Telephone: 604-331-4092

Charitable Registration Number:  
88075 5285 RR0001


